IN THE CLAIMS 



Claims 1-20 (canceled). 

21 . (currently amended)A point marfegement system comprising: 



a point system management apparatus for registering information of a 
store which participates in a point system, and for providing the store with a register 
store number for identifying the store and af crypt an e ncrypt i on key of the store for 
encrypting data , both of said register stor^Fnumber and said crypt key .of the store 
being which ar e peculiar to the store; 

an IC card which has a mejmory having a plurality of point storage 
areas, each of said point storage areasistoring point data, which is assigned 
corresponding to a customer's use, and a point management application , having a 
crypt key corresponding to said crypt lev of the store, for processing data A including 
point data encrypted by said crypt e ncrypt i on key of the store, and i nc l uding point 
data using said crypt key of said poiiyt management application , and for managing 
access to each of said point storage areas by said register store number; and 

a reading and writingjapparatus which reads and writes said IC card by 
using said register store number and said e ncryption crypt key of the store . 

22. (currently amended)An IC card comprising: 

a memory having^ plurality of point storage areas, each of said point 

storage areas storing point data which is assigned corresponding to a customer's 

use by a store which is assigned having a register store number for identifying the 

f 

store and a crypt an e nc i ^pt i qn ke y of the store for encrypting data , both of said 



register store number and said crypt key of th^ store being which ar e peculiar to said 
store; and 

a point management application , having a crypt key corresponding to 
said crypt key of the store, for processing data including point data , which is 
transmitted from outside of said memory of said IC card T and encrypted by said crypt 
e ncrypt i on key of the store and i nc l ud e s pp i nt data using said crypt key of said IC 
card , and for managing access to each ©f said point storage areas by said register 
store number. 

23. (currently amended)A rr^thod of issuing point data to an IC card, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

kavtog permitting said \<t card to be inserted into a reader and writer 
which has a crypt an encrypt i on kev fof a store for encrypting data and a_register 
store numbe r for identifying the stop , both of said register store number and said 
crypt key of the store being which aro peculiar to a the store, 

wherein said IC cardfincludes a memory having a plurality of point 
storage areas, each of which stores point data, and a point management application^ 
having a crypt key correspondincjfto said crypt key of the store w h i ch manages 
acc e ss to e ach of sa i d po i nt storag e ar e as; and ; 

transmitting to saiq IC card point data encrypted by said e ncrypt i on 
crypt key of the stores and 

decrypting the encrypted said-point data be i ng d e crypt e d by said point 
management application usingfsaid crypt key of the point management application 
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and sa i d r e g i st e r stor e numb e r by wh i ch sa i d point manag e m e nt app li cation allows 
allowing access to one of said point storage arf as, which corresponds to the store,, 
by said register store number . 

24. (currently amended)A method/of transmitting point data to an IC card 
with a reader and writer of a store, the method comprising the steps of: 

s e tt i ng permitting said IC car® to be set into said reader and writeMe 
of the store which is uniguelv assigned thp crypt key of a store for encrypting data an 
e ncrypt i on k e y and a register store numtfer for identifying the store ar e uniqu el y 
ass i gn e d , said IC card including a memory which has plurality of point storage areas 
for storing said point data, and a point management application , having a crypt key 
corresponding to said crypt key of the More, which proc e ss e s for processing said 
point data and m a n a g e s managing access to said point storage areas by said 
register store number ; 

inputting to the IC carcf point data encrypted by said oncrypt i on crvpt 
key of the store to said I C card , saidfpoint data being issued corresponding to a 
customer's use; 

decrypting the encrypted point data by said point management 
application using said crypt key olfthe point management application ; and 

storing the decrypt^! point data into one of said point storage areas in 
accordance with said register stare number by said point management application. 



25. (currently amendefj)A point management system comprising: 
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a point system management apparatus which registers a store which 
participates in a point system, and which provides the store with a register store 
number for identifying the store and a crypt key/of the store for encrypting data w hich 
is are peculiar to the store; 

an IC card having a memory whflch includes a plurality of point storage 
areas A each storing point data which is assigned corresponding to a customer's use, 
and a point management application , havinl a crypt key corresponding to said crypt 
key of the store, for processing data, including point data encrypted by said crypt 
key, using said crypt key of the point management application, managing- whteh 
manag e s access to each of said point storage areas by said register store number^ 
and securing w h i ch s e cur e s a point storage area to store point data of a new store if 
use of said I C card in the new store is S first time; and 

a_reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by 
using said register store numbe r and laid crypt key of said store . 



26. (currently amended)Aif IC card comprising: 

1 

a memory having a plurality of point storage areas storing point data 

I 

which is assigned corresponding tda customer's use; and 

a point managementfapplication , having a crypt key corresponding to a 
crypt key of a store, for processing data, including point data encrypted by said crypt 
key of the store, using said crypt Jcev of said point management application, 
managing wh i ch manag e s access to each of said point storage areas by said 



register store numbe r and securing and wh i ch s e dur e s a point storage area to store 
point data of a new store if use of said IC card in She new store is a first time. 

27. (currently amended)A point management system comprising: 

point system management aptpratus which registers stores which 

participate in a point system, and which projvides each of the stores with a register 

store number and a crypt key w hich 4s-ardfpeculiar to the store, and which controls a 

plurality of said stores as a group and prpvides to athe group of stores a group 

number which is peculiar to the group- 

an IC card having a memory having a plurality of point storage areas A 

each storing point data which is assigned by each of the stores corresponding to a 

customer's use and a group point storage area storing group point data which is 

assigned by the stores corresponding to a customer's use of a store in the group , 

and a point management application , having a crypt key corresponding to said crypt 

key of the store, for processing gata, including point data encrypted by said crypt key 

of the store, using said crypt k&v of said point management application, managing 

which manag e s access to each of said point storage areas by said register store 

/ 

number and managing wh i c|) manag e s access to said group point storage area by 
said group number; and 

sheading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by 
using said register store r^jmber A -a«4 said group numbe r and said crypt key of the 
store. 



28. (currently amended)An IC card comprising: 

a memory having ^plurality of ppint storage areas storing point data 
which is assigned by stores each having a register store number and a crypt key 
which Isare peculiar to said store corresponding to a customer's use, and a group 
point storage area storing group point data which is assigned by tbe-stores within a 
group of stores having a group number which is peculiar to the stor e s group 
corresponding to a customer's use of swes of the group ; and 

point management application , having a crypt key corresponding to 
said crypt key of the store, for processing data, including point data encrypted by 
said crypt key, using said crypt key of said point management application, managing 
which manag e s access to each of said point storage areas by said register store 
number^ and managing wh i ch manag e s access to said group storage area by said 
group number. 



29. (currently amendes)An IC card according to claim 22, wherein said 

/ 

point management application distinguishes data transmitted from a reading and 
writing apparatus of several stjres and records points in an area to r e cord them 
within said plurality of point storage areas of said memory. 



30. (previously added) An IC card according to claim 29, wherein said 

/ 

point management application allows access to an area that corresponds to 
transmitted data and prohibits access to other areas. 
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31 . (previously added) An IC card according to claim 29, wherein said 
point management application allows writing pojpt data into an area that corresponds 
to transmitted data, and prohibits writing to other areas, and reads point data from 
both an area that corresponds to transmitted gata and another store's area. 



32. (previously added) A point nxanagement system according to claim 
25, wherein said point management application distinguishes data transmitted from a 
reading and writing apparatus of several stores and records points in an area them 
within said plurality of point storage are§s of said memory. 

33. (previously added) A pSint management system according to claim 
32, wherein said point management /pplication allows access to an area that 
corresponds to transmitted data and prohibits access to other areas. 



34. (previously added) fA point management system according to claim 
32, wherein said point management application allows writing point data into an area 
that corresponds to transmitted mata, and prohibits writing to other areas, and reads 
point data from both an area thjat corresponds to transmitted data and another 
store's area. 



35. (previously adcfed) An IC card according to claim 22, wherein each of 
said point storage areas has a history storage area storing times of using said IC 
card in the store corresponding to said point storage area. 
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36. (currently amended)A point management system according to claim 
25, wherein said point management app li cflt i ons application writes an e ncrypt i on crypt 
key peculiar to the new store when securing the point storage area for the new store. 

37. (previously added) A point management system according to claim 
25, wherein each of said point storagefareas has a history storage area storing times 
of using said IC card in the store corresponding to said point storage area. 

38. (new): A point management system comprising: 

a point system management apparatus for registering a store which 
participates in a point system, andffor providing the store with a register store 
number and a crypt key, both of which are peculiar to the store; 

an IC card which has a memory having a plurality of point storage areas, each 
of said point storage areas storing point data, which is assigned corresponding to a 
customer's use, and a point management application for processing data encrypted 
by said crypt key and includin^point data, and for managing access to each of said 
point storage areas by said register store number, the access being allowed only to 
the point storage area corresponding to said register store number; and 

a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using 
said register store number and said crypt key. 



39. 



(new): A poimt management system comprising: 



an IC card which has a point management application and a memory having 
plurality of point storage areas, each of said point storage areas storing point data, 
which is assigned corresponding to a customer's use; 

a point system management apparatus for registering a store which 
participates in a point system, and for providing the store with a register store 
number and a crypt key, both of which ale peculiar to the store and are used when 
accessing to said point management application; and 

a reading and writing apparatusfwhich reads and writes said IC card, 

wherein said point management application has a function of processing data 
encrypted by said crypt key, a function of storing a point to said memory, and 
function of managing so that access is allowed only to the point storage area 
corresponding to said register store number when said point management 
application is accessed for updating point. 

40. (new): A point management system according to claim 25, wherein a 
new crypt key is stored in a ne\$ly secured area by said point management 
application. 

41 . (new): An IC ca|d according to claim 26, wherein a new crypt key is 
stored in a newly secured area by said point management application. 

42. (new): A point management system comprising: 
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a point system management apparatus which registers stores which 
participate in a point system, which controls same of stores as a group, and which 
provides stores participating in the group witl/a register store number and a group 
number so that each store participating in thp group has both the register store 
number which is peculiar to the store and \pe group number which is peculiar to the 
group; 

an IC card having a memory havirffg a plurality of point storage areas storing 
point data which is assigned by each offthe stores corresponding to a customer's 
use and a group point storage area storing group point data which is assigned by the 
stores participating in the group corresponding to a customer's use, and a point 
management application which manages access to each of said point storage area 
by said register store number and access to said group point storage area by said 
group number; and 

a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using 

I 

said register store number and said group number. 

43. (new): A point management system according to claim 42, wherein 
when point is stored in the memory by the store participating the group, the point is 
stored in both point storage area corresponding to the register store number and a 
group point storage area corresponding to the group. 



44. (new): A point management system according to claim 42, wherein 
when point is stored in the point storage area corresponding to the register store 
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number by the store participating the Aroup, the point is also stored in a group point 
storage area corresponding to the g/oup. 
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